Carers appeal for no cuts to payments
 
[19 Sept 11] With the continued debt crisis and the European Central Bank stating that Irish welfare spending must come under review, The Carers Association is urging Government not to consider any cuts on vital social welfare payments to family carers. Ireland’s family carers are the only group who work for their social payments with many already living on the breadline. 
 
With the current Carers Allowance at €204 per week and research finding that fulltime carers provide an average 110 hours of care each week, many carers are working for less than €2 per hour. Should further cuts to social welfare payments be implemented this year, The Carers Association is asking Government to consider the cumulative effects of cuts already made to carer’s payments. With cutbacks in the last budget and the removal of the Christmas bonus, carers have already seen their incomes drop over five per cent. They also have to deal with these cuts in a climate of increased health related and fuel costs. 
 
“Despite saving the State billions of euro each year, carers remain one of the most overburdened yet neglected groups in Irish society. Implementing Government’s own policy of supporting care in the home, they are Ireland’s invisible workforce propping up the country’s already fragile healthy system” says Catherine Cox, Communications Manager of The carers Association. 
 
“Family carers provide the ideal model for how to spend public money. They have passion for the job, work long hours, get very low wages and save the state billions. Family carers are living in real fear of more cuts to carer’s payments and we are appealing to Government not to implement any further cuts.” 
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