Carers Plea for No Cuts to Half Rate Carers Allowance
“Carers march backwards on Dail asking Government not to go backwards by cutting the half-rate carers allowance in Budget 2010”
[1 December 09] Family carers marched backwards on Government buildings today to plead with Government not to go back on the half rate Carers Allowance introduced in 2007. Organising the protest march, The Carers Association is appealing to Government not to make cuts in allowances for family carers, who have already received cutbacks in community care and respite services, the Christmas bonus suspension and face an additional 3 – 5% cut in other social welfare payments. 

"Carers across Ireland are extremely worried that vital allowances, particularly the half rate allowance will be targeted in the upcoming budget”, says Enda Egan, CEO of The Carers Association. “We are urging Government not to hit carers again. The over 18,500 family carers who receive the half-rate carers allowance face a staggering 30% drop in income if this payment is cut. A completely unacceptable cut which no other vulnerable group is being asked to take.”

To qualify for the half-rate Carers Allowance of €110 per week, family carers must be in receipt of another social welfare payment and providing fulltime, high-dependency care, which is often over 50 hours per week. 
With pressures set to increase on family carers with a rapidly increasing ageing population, cuts in frontline service provision by the HSE and spiralling hidden costs of care, carers are now living in real fear of what little supports they have being cut in Budget 2010. 
 “While other lobby groups are in a position to march in their thousands, unfortunately carers, due to the high level of dependency of the people they are caring for, cannot get out in such huge numbers. We sincerely hope that government will not take advantage of this fact by hitting this extremely vulnerable group”, says Enda Egan. 
The Carers Association is the National voluntary organisation of family carers in the home, providing support services, respite, training and information to carers throughout Ireland. The Carers Association can be contacted on the National Careline Freefone 1800 24 07 24 or see www.carersireland.com 
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