Fair Deal Crisis Must be Resolved
The Carers Association are calling on Government to urgently provide contingency funding for the Fair Deal Nursing Home Support Scheme. The call comes after the HSE announced that the funding allocated for the scheme this year has already run out and that the scheme has been suspended pending a review.  
Fair Deal, which was launched in October 2009, aims to equalise State support for public and private long-term care recipients and to ensure there is one, transparent system of support towards the cost of care that will be fair to all.  However, this week it emerged that no further funding is available for the scheme beyond the funding that has already been committed to cover the 22,600 older people currently availing of Fair Deal. This mans that no money is available for any new applicants for the remainder of the year and most worryingly places in doubt that status of the applications of older people who are already in a nursing home pending final approval of their application.

‘While the Carers Association welcomes a review of the scheme in its current form,  the decision to suspend funding is completely at odds with its original aims to make residential nursing home care accessible, affordable and anxiety-free’ explained Enda Egan CEO of the Carers Association. ‘Instead this will cause significant stress for our vulnerable older people in need of fulltime residential care and their family carers and it will inevitable cost the HSE more in the long run’.  Mr. Egan has urged the Minister to introduce a contingency fund for those waiting to have their applications approved. 
