Family Carers, ‘Ireland’s Invisible Workforce’, Protest Budget Cuts outside Dáil Éireann 
 No Bank Style Bail Out for Family Carers  
Family carers arranged alternative care for their loved ones and braved freezing conditions to protest Budget 2011 cuts to Carers Allowances outside Dáil Éireann today. They say they are expressing the fury and outrage of Ireland’s Carers who have been sickened at their harsh treatment by the Government which stands in stark contrast to the “kid gloves” with which Ireland’s busted and discredited bankers are being treated. 
Organisers say that were it not for the fact that Family Carers are tied to their homes through caring commitments looking after the old, the infirm and people with special needs, the numbers protesting outside the Dail would number in the tens of thousands. 
As a result of Tuesday’s Budget, over 42,000 family carers will see their already meagre incomes cut by an additional four per cent, resulting in a cumulative cut of a whopping ten per cent over the past two years when combined with Budget 2010 cuts and the abolition of the Christmas Bonus. Carers say they are being totally taken for granted and are being treated as if they were invisible by the Government. At the protest outside the Dail, family carers dressed in ghostly white to represent their invisibility and this latest Government cut essentially ‘cutting them out of the picture’. 
“Our treatment by the Government is unfair and counter productive and stands in harsh contrast to the “pussy footing” approach that the government has adopted in relation to tackling obscene waste, greed and naked exploitation elsewhere in the economy. Carers are sickened, angry and at the end of their tethers,” according to Enda Egan, Chief Executive of the Carers Association.
He says that as taxpayers and huge contributors to the economy who save the Exchequer vast sums of money, families that benefit from the labour of family Carers are further sickened by the fact that the short sighted measure will ultimately cost the country more money.      
“Family carers in receipt of Carers Allowances are the only group in Ireland who work for their social welfare payments. Despite assurances from Government this year that this extremely vulnerable group would not be cut in Budget 2011, over 42,000 are now facing a combined ten per cent cut over the past two years. This is completely unacceptable and given the hidden costs of caring, such as additional electricity, heating and medical costs, will push many family carers under the poverty line and result in more sick, infirm and people with special needs now having to rely on the care provided by State services, ultimately costing the country more” says Enda Egan. 
There are 50,550 family carers in receipt of Carers Allowances. While carers payments to over 66’s remain intact, this affects just 8,324 of these carers leaving 42,226 with a four per cent cut in Budget 2011. For those in receipt of the Carers Allowance this equates to EUR8.48 per week or EUR440.00 per year. According to The Carers Association, this cut will save Government just EUR14 million out of its EUR6 billion savings target. 
“The fact that vulnerable carers, who provide full-time care in the home, are targeted for the sake of fourteen million euro makes no sense what so ever, politically or economically. Particularly in a week when we see Bank executives receive forty million euro in bonuses. We would call on this group to join in the Christmas spirit and donate half of their Christmas bonuses to The Carers Association to make up for this fourteen million euro shortfall, for which we will provide services to those in need of care”, says Enda Egan.  
“This cut is in fact likely to increase the costs of care for Government as many family carers will no longer be able to afford to continue caring for their loved ones in the home.  This goes against stated Government policy of caring for people in their homes for as long as possible. We are calling on opposition parties to reverse this cruel cut to family carers should they form the next Government” says Enda Egan. 
See www.carersireland.com. 
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