
  New Fundraising Partnership to Benefit Family Carers 

DocMorris and Unicarepharmacy chooses The Carers Association as Charity of the Year 2011
The Carers Association has been chosen as the Charity of the Year 2011 by DocMorris and Unicare pharmacy. This new partnership is set to benefit Ireland’s family carers and those they care for. Pharmacy teams will be working to promote awareness of family carers, the services and supports available as well as raise much-needed funds to continue the work of Ireland’s estimated 274,000* family carers.
DocMorris and Unicarepharmacy, Ireland’s largest pharmacy chain, have worked with The Carers Association since June 2010 on improving the services available to Family Carers in Ireland and the patients they care for. Selected pharmacies offer a free collection and delivery service for patients or carers who may find it difficult to visit the pharmacy.  Their pharmacists are also available at any time for free and valuable advice on any medication or health-related issues. 

Catherine Cox, Communications Manager with The Carers Association, says “The support provided by DocMorris and Unicarepharmacy will make a real difference to family carers in Ireland, removing uncertainty regarding medicine dosages and regimes. This will reduce the strain on family carers at home and will be a great comfort to both the carer and those cared for. We are delighted with MyMed, an exclusive daily dosage system as an aid to medicines safety, and very pleased to have DocMorris and Unicarepharmacy behind us in promoting our service to family carers in Ireland.”
A free Medicines Safety Handbook has also been produced, providing advice for patients and carers on the correct handling of medication with important information and advice for Family Carers.

There is an estimated 274,000 family carers in Ireland who provide often round-the-clock care in the home for loved ones who are elderly and frail, seriously ill, people with disabilities and children with special needs. The Carers Association has worked since 1987 for a better quality of life for family carers by providing free in-home respite, training, health & information days, support groups, a freefone National Care Line and vital advocacy and lobbying for gains in social policy.
See www.carersireland.com 
Please contact:

Emma Murphy, National Fundraising Manager 086 0403652
Catherine Cox, Communications Manager Tel:   0868521611   

Email: ccox@carersireland.com Web:  www.carersireland.com 

*Most recent census findings
