Over 21,000 carers face 40 per cent income cut in Budget 2012
 

[10/11/11] Media reports this week that the Department of Social Protection may cut or abolish the half-rate carers allowance, have created huge fears that more than 21,000 family carers dependent on this payment face their incomes being reduced by a further 40 per cent in the forthcoming budget. 
 

While social welfare rates will not be cut, it has been reported that department savings may be made by confining each social welfare recipient to only one primary payment that would be safe from cuts. Those entitled to more than one payment are primarily widows and carers, with 21,718 full-time family carers currently in receipt of the half-rate carers allowance of €102 per week, a third of their cash income. 
 

This payment is available to fulltime carers in receipt of another social welfare payment, as a vital contribution towards their caring role. If cut, carers receiving this payment will also automatically lose their household package entitlement, bringing their total income loss to over 40 per cent.
 

“Even Government must see that a cut of this magnitude is quite simply unsustainable. The half-rate payment is subject to very strict qualifying criteria and carers totally rely on it to pay for the increasing costs of providing care, including heat, fuel and medical bills” said John Dunne, CEO of The Carers Association.
 
“The Minister for Social Protection, Joan Burton, has indicated that the main drivers of Social Protection expenditure reform will be to minimise waste and support recipients back into the labour market. Neither of these criteria would justify the abolition of the half-rate carers allowance, carers being the only group who work for their payments, unless it has become government policy to incentivise family carers to give up this role in order to re-enter the labour market and leave their loves ones in state care.” 
 
If the half-rate carers allowance is cut, The Carers Association will be looking for specific provisions in the health budget to provide the increased state services required to assume the services currently provided by family carers. CSO figures indicate that the increase required in the health budget provision would be a minimum of four times the relevant saving on the social protection budget – resulting in a dramatic increase in public expenditure. 
 

“With many carers living on the bread line, they are totally dependent on the half rate carers allowance to continue providing care and this reported cut has hugely added to the high levels of stress already experienced in a very demanding and lonely role. A 40 per cent cut will leave carers with no choice but to abandon their caring roles, ultimately cost the state billions more” said John Dunne. 
In its Pre-Budget Submission 2012, titled ‘If you don’t care, how can we?’, The Carers Association is asking Government for two priorities; 
1. To safeguard family carers from further cuts to social welfare payments and services, and 
2. To publish the National Carers Strategy, as committed to in the Programme for Government.
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For more information or to arrange interview with John Dunne, CEO of The Carers Association and/or family carers, please contact:
 

Mary Tallent on 085 8018946 
 

Catherine Cox, Communications Manager of The Carers Association on 086 8521611  
