Over 18,500 family carers face 30% income drop – Carers Association pleads for no cuts to Carers payments in Budget 2010

Carers Association invites Ministers, TD’s and Senators on new ‘Care Bus’ to visit family carer at home and experience issues first-hand

[11th November 2009] The Carers Association is hosting its pre-budget briefing in Dublin today for Minister’s, TD’s and Senators, asking Government not to cut vital social welfare payments for carers in Budget 2010, as proposed in the McCarthy report. Following Government’s decision not to publish the long-awaited National Carers Strategy, the organisation is particularly concerned that Government may eliminate or close to new applicants the half-rate Carers Allowance introduced in 2007. 

Approximately 18,500 family carers receive the half-rate Carers Allowance of €110 per week in recognition of the full-time care they provide and to help with the many costs of care. To qualify for this payment, carers must be in receipt of another social welfare payment such as the state pension and provide fulltime, high-dependency care, which is often in excess of 50 hours per week. The allowance of €110 would only provide five hours of care per week at market value and The Carers Association is urging Government not to cut this payment or close it to new applicants. The organisation is also asking Government to consider the cumulative effects of proposed cuts on family carers, including cuts to other social welfare payments, the suspension of the Christmas bonus and reductions in many health services.

“The untenable truth is that if the half-rate carers allowance is cut, this will mean a 30% cut in income for those 18,500 carers in receipt of this payment” says Enda Egan, CEO of The Carers Association. “This is completely unacceptable and a cut which no other group, including the wealthy, are being asked to accept.”

New this year, The Carers Association has invited Minister’s, TD’s and Senator’s to visit family carer Alison McKim in her own home in Terenure on its ‘care bus’. Alison (39) is a single mum who provides full-time care for her son Zack (17). Zack has Cerebral Palsy, epilepsy, asthma and is blind. He is completely dependent on Alison for all his needs. Alison receives the lone parents allowance and the half-rate carers allowance, while Zack receives a disability payment. 

“The half-rate carers allowance makes a huge difference to our lives” says carer Alison McKim.  “That €110 per week goes on electricity, heat and the medical supplies Zack needs that are not covered on the medical card. If it is cut we will have to live in one room as I won’t be able to afford the heat and electricity bills. Considering what it would cost to put Zack into full-time care, I think it’s a disgrace that Government would consider cutting this payment.” 

According to the Census 2006, there are 160,917 family carers in Ireland providing 3.7 million hours of unpaid care each week and contributing over €2.5 billion to the Irish economy each year. 

In its Pre-Budget Submission 2010, The Carers Association is also asking Government – 

To safeguard family carers from other proposed social welfare cuts. Proposals to cut social welfare payments by 3 - 5% would be detrimental to carers already struggling to cope on limited incomes which have been cut 2% with the Christmas bonus suspension. 

To publish the National Carers Strategy. Resources have been made available to publish the National Drugs Strategy and National Positive Ageing Strategy. With family carers already denied many basic supports, the organisation is asking Government to publish the strategy. 

To introduce a specific budget for the provision of in-home respite for all fulltime Carers to allow them to take at least six hours break from their caring duties per week. 

To ensure effective communication and co-ordination of carer related policy at national, regional and local levels to provide more efficient and consistent support services for family carers. 

The Carers Association’s Pre-Budget Submission 2010 is available to download at www.carersireland.com under Library of Documents. 

ENDS 
For further information please contact: 

Mary Tallent, Purcell Masterson on 056- 7723211 or John Masterson on 086-2448692 

Catherine Cox, Communications Manager of The Carers Association on 086-8521611 

Alison McKim and family carers in a variety of caring situations are available for interview. 

Editorial Note - 'Care Bus' leaves Kildare Street at noon today to visit carer Alison McKim at home in Terenure, returning at 1.30 pm

