Carers renew calls for National Strategy following Primetime Special on the care of people with intellectual disabilities

[17 June 2011] Following last night’s shocking Primetime Special ‘Behind Closed Doors’, highlighting the appalling conditions those with intellectual disabilities are experiencing in residential care, The Carers Association is renewing calls for the immediate implementation of the National Carers Strategy. 

While showing the shocking conditions experienced by those with intellectual disabilities in residential institutions, the programme also showed the very positive effects a multi-disciplinary community care approach had on one Galway teenager.  
“This programme again brings home the fact that community and home care is, in most cases, the best option. Not only is this option largely preferred by those who require care and allows families stay together, it is also the most economical, costing the State significantly less than providing residential care” says Catherine Cox, Communications Manager of The Carers Association.  
“The programme found that there is a shift coming by the HSE to move from residential to community and home care. This finding combined with the lack of services and supports found in Primetime Investigates recent report into the lives of family carers, means there has never been a more important time to complete and implement the National Carers Strategy. 

This strategy is crucial for the long term continuation of care in the home, putting in place vital supports and services for family carers including in-home respite, needs assessment for family carers, financial and emotional support and timely information provision.”
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For further information or interview, please contact;

Catherine Cox, Communications Manager of The Carers Association on 086-8521611

Mary Tallent, Purcell Masterson on 085-8018946

