Statement regarding Family Income Support Supplement Payments

The Carers Association have received a number of calls following the Budget from Family Carers who are concerned that their Family Income Supplement (FIS) payments will be reduced due to the fact that Carers  Payments are now being treated as income for calculating FIS entitlement. We are asking that Carers contact their local centre if this issue is of concern to them and we will endeavour to deal with each case on an individual basis and make representations to the Department where appropriate. A list of our centre contact details can be found here
It is important to remember that the budget did not change the value of the Carers Allowance, Half-Rate Allowance, and Respite Grant. The effect of the Budget change is to reduce the FIS payment for some family Carers at the higher level of cumulative income support.

Calculation of FIS payments is a complicated one as the income disregard for FIS varies according to the individual circumstances of the family involved.  For example the income disregard for a family with three children with one parent working in a low paid job is €703 per week and for a family with five children and one adult working in a low paid job the income disregard of €905 per week.  The FIS payment is worked out based on the difference between the income disregard and the actual income of the family whereby 60% of the difference will be the FIS payment due.

