Launch of Ireland’s First Virtual Carers Pre-Election Campaign
Carers show politicians the ‘yellow card’
At today’s national launch of its Pre-Election Manifesto, The Carers Association unveiled Ireland’s first Virtual Carers Campaign. With serious threat posed to the sustainability of family care in the home, the new campaign enables family carers - the invisible workforce who often provide round-the-clock care - get their voices heard from home. “Family carers, working full time in the home with little or no support from the state, do not have the time or resources to come out for protests or canvass politicians. We have created Ireland’s first Carers Virtual Campaign which allows carers to simply upload an image of themselves holding their messages for the attention of election candidates” says Enda Egan, CEO of The Carers Association. 

The Carers Virtual Campaign allows carers either from their own home or in one of The Carers Association’s Resource Centres, to upload an image of themselves to www.carersireland.com with the messages they want heard by Election candidates.  Some uploaded messages from family carers to the site so far include; ‘Don’t split us up”, ‘Family carers – invisible but invaluable’; ‘Slave labour – do you work for less than EUR1 per hour?’ ‘JFK was wrong, I serve my country - it does not serve me”.  These photos will be sent by the Carers Association to all election candidates running in the carers constituency as well as live updates on The Carers Association’s Flickr and Facebook accounts. 

As part of the campaign, The Carers Association is also urging voters to issue ‘yellow cards’ to all politicians, a specially created yellow canvass card stating what carers need from the next Government. Voters are encouraged to ask all candidates about their policies for family carers. 
 “Family carers have been badly let down by the Government. Despite promises to protect the most vulnerable in our society, Carers have often been the victims of harsh cuts and much reduced support services. If a new Government allows this to continue, then care in the home will become unsustainable for many in this country, which leaves to Government the burden of care and the major financial implications of its provision.”
 “Family Carers are one of Ireland’s greatest national resources, their work saving the state billions each year. Yet despite this Carers are very frustrated with their current situation. Many are overburdened, feel undervalued and unrecognised and are unable to have any life of their own. Care in the home is one of the biggest health service issues facing any incoming Government and the fundamentals of Carer policy in Ireland need to be given a new direction and impetus, one that fits with the realities of caring in Ireland today” says Enda Egan. 

The Carers Association demand that all political parties make the following commitments for Family Carers:-

Pledge to publish the National Carers Strategy. This was promised in Towards 2016 and the last Programme for Government but has not happened.

Pledge that every Carer will have the right to an adequate income and have opportunities to work and have a life outside of their caring role. Carers are the only Social Welfare recipients who work full time for their payment. This means that many work for less than the minimum wage while saving the State over two billion euro each year.

Pledge to support Carers health and wellbeing and improve access to services. Carers need a non-means tested medical card, an annual health check, and increased provision of respite services.

Provide supports for Young Carers. There are 28,000 Carers aged under 18.

Promote equality and social justice for Family Carers.

See www.carersireland.com. 
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A copy of The Carers Association’s Pre-Election Manifesto can be downloaded at www.carersireland.com. 
