Press Release 

A delegation from The Carers Association met with Taoiseach Enda Kenny today to present him with a portfolio of photographs from their virtual election campaign titled “ Does anybody Care “.  These photographs contain personal messages from family carers all over the country to the new Taoiseach including the following:
· Who cares for the Carer?
· I am one of the silent carers – I need to be recognised

· 168 hours a week!!!  82 cent per hour – cheap care. 

· Caring isn’t just physical – it’s mental – I never have peace of mind. 
· I care – do you?

· I work everyday of the week – why does the state say I am unemployed?
Frank Goodwin, Chairperson of the Carers Association pleaded with the Taoiseach not to cut carers welfare payments or support services in the upcoming budget.  He also highlighted the urgent need for the National Carers Strategy to be published and implemented as per Governments commitment during their election campaign.  This strategy will provide a road map for family carers in planning essential supports and services to ensure continued caring in the home and community.  Despite saving the State billions of euro each year, carers remain one of the most overburdened yet neglected groups in Irish society. 
Frank briefed the Taoiseach on the work of the Carers Association and highlighted the severe financial cuts that the Association has faced in recent years and the sacrifices that have been made internally to maintain existing level of services for family carers.  He outlined some cost neutral issues that could be addressed by Government in the short term to improve the lives of family carers.  These include reducing waiting times for carers payments, reviewing habitual residency clause for carers allowance and introducing a specific social welfare payments for former family carers. 

The Carers Association are placing their trust in the Taoiseach and the Government to support Ireland’s 161,000 family carers and ensure their continued care in the home for their loved ones. 
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