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Older & Bolder says MINISTER Ó CUIV using a ‘sledgehammer to crack a nut’

Threatened Cuts to the State Pension are about undermining a social protection system, not about giving less to high earners

The Older & Bolder campaign today said that Minister Ó Cuiv’s refusal to rule out an across-the-board reduction to the State pension and his argument that some pensioner’s income may be cut to protect an emerging group of poorer younger people is ‘using a sledgehammer to crack a nut’.  Older & Bolder is an alliance of eight of the country’s leading NGOs working with older people.

Patricia Conboy, Older & Bolder’s Director, said: “The Minister is using a sledgehammer to crack a nut.  His comments are an attempt to put two vulnerable groups in competition with each other for supports.  Setting older people against younger people is not a solution.  Our society is built on solidarity. Our State Pension system currently mirrors that solidarity and that is the way we want it to continue. Our families are inter-generational and older people, as members of families are aware of the financial struggles facing their children and grandchildren.   Our work with older people has shown that their children and grandchildren’s financial pressures are a source of great concern to them and they are actively helping younger family members through the downturn with childcare and financial support – when they can.” 

Ms Conboy said that the Government’s argument that only high earners in receipt of State pensions would be affected by cuts to the State Pension doesn’t stand up and must be challenged with facts:

        7% of older people aged 65-74 years are in the top income decile while 84% of older people aged 65-74 years rely on social transfers, including the State Pension, to protect them against the risk of poverty;

        Only 3.5% of older people aged 75 years are in the top income decile while 89% of older people aged 75 years and over rely on social transfers, including the State Pension, to protect them against the risk of poverty.

“Any cut to the State Contributory Pension – which people have already paid for themselves through their PRSI contributions – will be resisted by older people. This threat of a cut to the pension is an attack on the system that should be protected.  It is also further undermining of trust in a society that has been battered by institutional failures and betrayal of public trust over the past two years..  The clear message to people who are now of working age is that, if you provide for your old age by making contributions to a State-promoted pension scheme, you will be penalised when the time comes to draw down the income that is due to you.

“Older people absorbed a 2 % cut with the loss of the Christmas Bonus last year.  Older people are now facing prescription charges, a carbon tax and increased dental

charges, not to mention the steady erosion of community and home care services.

The threat to pensions is an attack on older people and will have a detrimental effect 

on families as younger families may have to provide additional financial support and

care to older family members,” Patricia Conboy concluded.

Older & Bolder’s members are Active Retirement Ireland, Age & Opportunity, Alzheimer Society of Ireland, Carers Association, Irish Hospice Foundation, Irish Senior Citizens Parliament, the Older Women’s Network and the Senior Help Line.   
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